
The Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District moved

another step closer to providing
emergency ambulance service in
Contra Costa County on May 12
when the Board of Supervisors,
acting as the ConFire board of di-
rectors, authorized fire chief Jeff
Carman to execute an agreement
between the district and American
Medical Response, the current
provider of county ambulance
service.  The agreement details the
relationship between the district
and AMR if ConFire is awarded

the 5-year Contra Costa County
emergency ambulance service con-
tract effective Jan. 1, 2016. The
county regions up for bid exclude
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District
and the San Ramon Valley Fire
Protection District, which provide
their own ambulance transport
service.

      
After a district consultant re-

ported in 2014 that it would be finan-
cially feasible for ConFire to provide
ambulance service for the county, AP
Triton, LLC, a fire consultant, ad-
vised the district that the most suit-
able and cost effective way to
provide that service was to partner
with a private ambulance company.
Through a competitive bidding
process, ConFire chose to partner
with AMR, under a subcontractor
agreement with the district.  

      
Should the county award Con-

Fire the ambulance contract AMR,
as the ambulance subcontractor, will
provide the district its own personnel
and equipment and will also be re-
sponsible for maintaining and up-
grading the ambulance fleet. Over

the five years of the deal ConFire
will pay AMR not more than $188
million for this service, which Car-
man explained would be the district’s
maximum financial exposure.  Con-
Fire will bill and collect patient fees
and charges, reimbursements from
healthcare providers and other emer-
gency ambulance transport revenue
to cover those expenses.

      
“Even at the maximum costs,

this proposal will make financial
sense to the district?” asked John
Gioia, board chair.

      
“Absolutely,” said Carman. 

      
Carman later pointed out indirect

benefits of the relationship with
AMR, including consolidation of
personnel and other potential costs
savings. “AMR has huge buying
power for medical supplies,” he said.
“At the same time, we have better
buying power for fuel since we use
so much, and they can take advan-
tage of that.”

      
Erik Rohde, AMR general

manger for Contra Costa County,
discussed the synergy of merging
dispatch personnel. “ConFire's dis-

patch center is in Pleasant Hill and
ours is in Sacramento,” he said.  “By
putting them in the same room, the
dispatchers will have the ability to
communicate real time, face to face,
rather than over a phone or com-
puter.”

      
And one of Carman’s top frustra-

tions will frustrate him no longer.
“We won't send a fire company and
an ambulance to everything any-
more,” he said. “Now we can send
just what is needed and closest. This
adds capacity to our response relia-
bility.”

      
The Board of Supervisors plans

to approve the new county ambu-
lance contract in July.  If ConFire is
awarded the deal, and the district
successfully enters into the subcon-
tract with AMR, it will have joined
forces with its long-time rival.

      
“We will share mission and vi-

sion,” said the chief.  “Instead of
competing, we will be working as a
single team.

      
“Truly this relationship will be

better for the agencies and the cus-
tomer.”

At its May 6 meeting the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District board unan-

imously approved a $425,000
expenditure for two new 2016 Inter-
national TerraStar Leader ambu-
lances, which will give the district a
fleet of six ambulances, including two
reserve vehicles. MOFD last pur-
chased ambulances in 2008.

      
“Our two most active ambulances

have been out of service 27 percent of
the time,” said fire chief Stephen
Healy.  “We’re burning through trans-
missions, motors and brakes, and a
cracked frame, in one case. We are

very tough on our ambulances.”  

      
The district apparatus committee,

headed by battalion chief Felipe Bar-
reto, recommended the purchase of
new vehicles as opposed to remount-
ing the current district modules on
new chassis. “For one thing, we then
wouldn’t have reserve ambulances,”
said Healy.  The chief noted that the
new ambulances should last up to 15
years, while remounted modules onto
new chassis will last maybe half that
long. The cost of remounting was pre-
sented as about half the cost of a new
purchase. 

      
Healy explained that the new ap-

paratus have beefier chassis, stronger
power trains and are larger and heav-
ier duty than the models being re-
placed.  He allayed concerns that the
new ambulances were so much big-
ger than the current units that they
could not navigate all of the district
roads. “Our fire engines can get to
every street in the district,” he said.
“These are much smaller than our fire
engines.”

      
Barreto said that the ambulances

should be delivered in the fall, and
that the two new vehicles will likely

be deployed at station 41 in Moraga
and station 44 in south Orinda.  One
reserve ambulance will remain at sta-
tion 41, the other stored at Moraga’s
station 42.

      
The new Internationals will be

purchased through the National Joint
Powers Alliance, a Minnesota-based
municipal national contracting
agency. The district plans to send out
a request for proposals this month for
the lease financing.
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Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, May 20, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Room
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, June 16, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

 Paul Kephart   Master Craftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, 
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!

How's your hearing?  
Ask an Audiologist

Dr. Erik M. Breitling, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com

New Ambulances Rolling in to MOFD
By Nick Marnell

ConFire-AMR Partnership Forges Ahead
By Nick Marnell
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School Bus Program ... continued from page A1

Ten buses are transporting kids
daily to OIS, the program’s most
popular destination.  

      
Originally it took some con-

vincing of the Contra Costa Trans-
portation Authority that
Lamorinda’s share of the sales tax
money should go toward reducing
traffic instead of building road im-
provements.  Maintaining and im-
proving the county’s transportation
system are the focus of the agency
that manages the sales tax program
paid for by Measure C and now
Measure J.  Passed in 1988, Meas-
ure C provided revenue to pay for
programs such as a BART exten-
sion, freeway improvements, and
more. Measure C sunsetted in
March 2009.  

      
Voters actually agreed to tax

themselves again to carry on with
the transportation improvements.
With 71 percent of the vote, Meas-
ure J was approved in November

2004 to continue the county-wide
half-cent sales tax for 25 more
years beyond the original expiration
date of Measure C.  Contra Costa
County residents’ Measure J tax
money paid for the new fourth bore
of the Caldecott Tunnel, improve-
ments on Highway 680, over $350
million for local streets and road
maintenance, and improvement and
enhancing transit not only for local
school kids but for seniors and peo-
ple with disabilities.     

      
Kathy Fernbacher and

Stephanie Sorensen were a couple
of the original moms who got the
ball rolling.  Other key players in-
clude Don Tatzin, Amy Worth,
Bobbie Landers and Steven Falk.
Fernbacher had moved from the
south end of Orinda to the Sleepy
Hollow area and was concerned
about the traffic jams in her new
neighborhood.  She and other con-
cerned parents attended “meeting

after meeting,” said Fernbacher.
“We just kept fighting,” explaining
that parents would like to spend the
tax revenue to push for school
buses.  She recalled, “Eventually
they gave in.”  In the fall of 1994,
after two years of planning and ne-
gotiation, the first buses got rolling.

      
“It really did work,” com-

mented Ann Grodin who was part
of the effort from the start, explain-
ing that studies showed the bus pro-
gram actually got cars off the road,
especially on Moraga Way. “As bad
as it is now, (traffic) was worse
then.”  She also remembers the
“hard fought vote” 20 years ago to
use the tax money for buses, but in
her opinion the results are amazing.     

     
The three towns, in coopera-

tion with local school districts, em-
braced the grassroots effort and
formed a joint powers authority
that oversees the program.  Origi-
nally, the Lamorinda school bus
program was approved only for a
five year pilot, contingent upon
surveys and statistical support to
prove its value.  Now the program,
with professional drivers from
First Student, has a fleet of clean
diesel buses that are equipped with
the latest safety features – includ-
ing seat belts.    

      
Early registration is already

open, with special pricing offered
for those who sign up by June 15.
The round trip annual bus pass will
cost parents $455 for the school
year, which comes out to $2.53 per
day or $1.27 per ride.  Keep in mind
that 62 percent of the school bus
program budget is funded by a por-
tion of your sales tax dollars.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School students start filling up buses.  
Photo Cathy Tyson

Orinda

Ties That Bind ... continued from page A7

      
Orindans Bob and Maryette

Thompson have welcomed a number
of exchange students over the years,
and highly recommend the experi-
ence. “All of my kids have really got-
ten to know these students. They
really became part of the family.”

      
Chandler Visher and Deborah

Lambert concur. Their student,
Michael Čížek, became like a brother
to their boys, and joined the family in

Santa Barbara for a Thanksgiving
visit with Lambert’s parents and a trip
to Yosemite. Their most memorable
moments, though, were spent in Las
Vegas. It was one of the places Čížek
most wanted to see while he was in
America. 

      
It is these kinds of experiences

that were precisely what Eisenhower
was hoping when he gave his memo-
rable “The Chance for Peace” speech

in 1953, and what Landers strives for
in organizing each visit by a Czech
student. She reported recently that a
host family is still urgently needed
from August 2015 through January
2016 for Karel Balogh. If you can
help, call Landers at (925) 254-8260. 

      
Then, follow the adventures of

the Orinda Klub Tábor on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/OrindaKlub.
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